Hurricane Preparations
For Horse Farms
With the possibility of a hurricane hitting the North Carolina coast, there are several preparations that horse farm owners can enact prior to a storm to enhance their situation.  Circumstances may require horses from elsewhere evacuating here or we may have storm consequences here, made worse by the drought and the weakened state of our trees.

EMERGENCY SHELTER:

FENCE:  Bring current coggins, feed, hay shavings. Stallions must be accompanied by owners. Make reservations with Ron Picarri at FENCE 828-859-9021x13. 398 stalls available. $15.00 per day per stall.

Harmon Field: Make reservations. Contact: George Alley at 828.817.5577make reservations. 140 stalls available.
Area Private Stalls: Coordinated by Kendra Bissett at (828) 894-8218 . Make reservation, bring current, shot records, feed, hay, shavings.

If you are remaining on your farm for the storm duration:

Secure structures on your farm: move loose objects indoors. tie jumps and poles together. Fill all water tubs. 

Store drinking water (if possible a seven (7) day supply). Note: This is one of the most difficult dilemmas to overcome during the clean up period when water sources tend to be contaminated. allow for twenty (20) gallons of water/horse/day. line garbage cans with plastic bags and fill with water. 

Order and store a seven (7) day supply of feed and hay. Place water repellent tarps over feed bags and place on pallets to reduce the likelihood of water damage. 

Bed all stalls including aisle ways for pastured horses to be tied during the storm. Store additional bedding in plastic bags indoors. 

Secure a generator (4 horsepower or greater) for use as an electrical reserve unit. Make certain the generator is large enough to run your water pump while providing electrical outlets for a refrigerator and lights. Store a large supply of gasoline. 

Place fly masks on pastured horses to reduce the incidence of eye injuries from flying debris. 

I

Identify your horses: Make certain if you halter your animals that the halter will break if caught on an object. Most feed stores carry blank cattle ear tags which can be written on with a permanent marker. Braid into the animals' manes or tails. The name tag should include: your name, delivery address, phone number(s) and horse's name. Consider spray painting your phone number in white or blaze orange paint on both sides of the barrel or hip of your horse. Microchips insert in the neck muscle are also excellent way to identify an animal. In some instances, it may be helpful to have pictures, identification and/or registration papers on your animals should you need to verify ownership. Be sure to store these items in an area that will remain dry. 

If practical, evacuate yourself and your horses well in advance of the storm to a safe holding area. It is extremely difficult to pull a horse trailer during gale-force winds! Note: Your normally docile mount may become upset and difficult to handle with the environmental changes. Loading a horse during extreme weather may be impossible. 

Be aware of rapidly rising water. If you are located in an area prone to flooding, evacuate your animals with a seven day feed/bedding supply prior to the storm. If you are unable to evacuate, remove horses from their stalls and barns to higher ground prior to a rising water threat. Horses trapped in stalls or barns with hinged doors is a leading killer of animals immediately following a major storm. If you are unable to coordinate a move to higher ground, leave your animals in a pastured area. 

If your barn is well constructed leave your horses inside to minimize injury from flying debris. Example: Pole Barns with Post concreted in the ground Block Barns Barn Roofs with a history of routine maintenance built according to code. 

If your barn is poorly constructed or in poor repair, leave your horses in a naturally protected well-fenced pasture area. select low area protected by rises (elevations); make certain the area will not by subject to flash flooding; avoid streams, ponds, etc. keep horses away from shallow rooted trees or trees which had been damaged in previous storms. keep horses away from old dilapidated structures to minimize flying debris injuries. 

Secure and store temporary fencing materials to permit quick, temporary fence repairs. Select fence systems that will contain the horse without access to electricity. Permanent repairs can be made at a later date. 

Obtain film for your camera and camcorder to document storm damage. If time permits, take pictures of your structures prior to the storm. Review your insurance policy to determine storm coverage then document damage accordingly. 

Develop an emergency stable first aid kit, including the following: Knife Adhesive Tape Scissors Duck Tape Nylon/Cotton Rope Extra Halters Clean Towels Antiseptic, Soap Leg Wraps Topical Antibiotic Ointments Soap Tranquilizers Pain Relievers Bandages Bee Sting Kit Insect Repellent Flash Light & Batteries

