WORLDWIDE POPULATIONS – ALL EQUINES*

119,121,000   (Annual Average - 1996-1998) 

*Equine figures include horses (Equus caballus), asses (Equus asinus),

and hybrids between horses and asses.

WORLDWIDE POPULATIONS – HORSES ONLY

60 - 65 million 

CURRENT POPULATION – US

Domestic and Recreational Horses:  6.9 million

Wild Horses & Burros:  46, 500

Horses: 43,629     

Burros:  4,995

HISTORICAL DOMESTIC POPULATION – US

1867 – 8,000,000

1915 – 21,500,000

1949 – 6,000,000

1950’s (early) - 2,000,000

1957 – 750,000 (*unreliable source? See sources below)

1960 – 3 million

HISTORICAL WILD/FERAL POPULATIONS – US

1971 – 17,000 (first census)

Late 1800’s – Over 1,000,000 in Texas alone

End of 1800’s – 2 million 

CURRENT EUROPEAN POPULATION

7.2 million

CURRENT EUROPEAN POPULATIONS IN SPECIFIC COUNTRIES

Germany - 680,000

Finland - 57,000

France - 450,000

UK - 900 – 975,000

Scotland and Northern England – 96,620

HISTORICAL EUROPEAN POPULATION

Britain – Late Victorian Era - 3.3 million

Britain – 1900 - > 1 million farm horses

Germany – 1900 – 4 million

Europe – 1800 – 14 million

London – 1893 – 300,000 

London – 1850’s – 100,000

========================

CURRENT STATISTICS –US

========================

The two below studies are considered to be the official US counts for

domestic horses. The USDA last inventoried horses in 1971. In 1997 the

American Horse Council undertook a complete census. The USDA now uses

the figures from the American Horse Council report. Apparently the

figures are considered to be not comparable because the methods used

to obtain the numbers were not the same.

The Wild Horse populations are counted by the Bureau of Land

Management (BLM) and the US Geological Survey. The material quoted is

from the 1993 census.

Commercial and Recreational Horses

There are 6.9 million horses in the U.S., including both commercial

and recreational horses. 725,000 of those horses are involved in

racing and race horse breeding, while 1,974,000 and 2,970,000 are used

in showing and recreation, respectively. 1,262,800 are used in other

activities, such as farm and ranch work, rodeo, polo, police work,

etc.

American Horse Council

http://www.horsecouncil.org/ahcstats.html
----------------

USDA – Quoting the 1997 horse industry directory. American Horse

Council, Inc., Washington, D.C.

There are 6.9 million horses in the United States

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ceah/cei/1horses.pdf
----------------

Horses on Farms Only –

1997 - 2,427,277

1992 - 2,049,522

USDA - Other Livestock and Livestock Products - Inventory and Sales:

1997 and 1992

http://www.nass.usda.gov/census/census97/volume1/us-51/us1_39.pdf
The above, from the USDA Census of Agriculture – 1997 Report (the most

recent)

http://www.nass.usda.gov/census/
